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BOOK REVIEWS
LE PROBLEME BIOLOGIQUE Du CANCER. By Jacques Delarue.
Masson et Cie, Paris, France, 1947. 200 pp. 300 fr.
This small book reviews briefly practically the whole field of cancer. The
author starts with a discussion of the incidence of the disease in France and
continues with a consideration of various predisposing factors which influence
the frequency of tumors. The etiology of cancer is dealt with in two separate
sections, the first in connection with a brief review of experimental growths,
and the second under that portion of the book given over to a discussion of the
problem of tumor pathogenesis. The histology of cancer and the dassification
of growths by means of morphological criteria are presented in the conventional
manner. Also, a considerable portion of this chapter is concerned with metastases,
their frequency, nature, and mode of spread. Descriptions are given of the
pathological changes in the tissues closely associated with these metastases as
well as in the region of the primary focus. The remainder of the work is devoted
to the clinical aspects of cancer, general signs and symptoms, and condudes with
some comments on therapy. Unfortunately there is no bibliography.
-E. W. SHRIGLEY
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CHARAKA CLUB, Vol. XI. Published for the
Charaka Club by R. R. Smith, New York, 1947, xi + 243 pp.
This volume contains contributions presented before the Charaka Club
from November, 1940, through April, 1944. Varied is the subject matter and the
nature of the subjects treated. It may be somewhat ungracious to single out one
or more papers for comment, but to this reader, who, after all, may not be held
accountable for his taste, great pleasure was derived from reading "The
Lamentable Decline in Self-Satisfaction" by Peyton Rous, and "What is Time"
by Karl Vogel, and to those who have known and loved Walter Steiner the
memorial of him by Rufus Cole cannot but bring satisfaction.
-GEO. H. SMITH
LA REGULATION HORMONALE DUMETABOLISME ET LAVITAMIN
A. By Michel De Visscher, Masson et Cie, Paris, 1946. 192 pp.
Written in highly readable French, this monograph describes the successful
application of experimental methods to problems of essentially clinical import.
The problems were twofold, i.e., to account for the brief outbursts of striking
symptomatology which from time to time afflict patients with Basedow's dis-
ease, and to study the value of vitamin A in combating these outbursts. To
these ends the author determined the effect of epinephrine and of vitamin A,